
It pays to Prepare 
 
Plan for profit 
 
Increasingly, grain growers are storing grain in the hope of improving the overall 
price that they receive. Once a grower decides to market their grain they face a 
whole new ballgame. To ensure success, the need for careful planning is essential. 
Grain insects, enduser requirements, maintaining quality and contracts are a few of 
the issues at hand.  
 
The most important thing to do is to understand the markets you wish to supply and 
their requirements. All of this takes careful planning and may mean improving or 
increasing storage facilities. Markets are increasingly demanding grain free of 
chemical residues. In sealed storage, grain can be fumigated effectively, providing 
quick, inexpensive and long lasting insect control without the problem of pesticide 
residues. 
 
Keep it clean 
 

 
 
Once storage structures and handling equipment have been cleaned they should be 
treated with a structural treatment. Dryacide® be used to treat storage and handling 
equipment for residual control. Dryacide® can be applied as either a dust or a slurry 
and is widely used by bulk handling authorities as a surface treatment for storage 
facilities. can The slurry should be applied to the point of run-off. and the dust applied 
to give a thin coating to the treated surface. Always read and follow label directions.  
 
Identify your markets 
 
Identify your markets to ensure only acceptable grain treatments are used. Generally, 
grain to be stored for more than six weeks should be treated. Grain can be treated 
with a protectant when it is added to storage or fumigated in a sealed silo. Most 
contact protectants give between 3 and 6 months protection. This period is dependent 
upon the moisture content and temperature of the grain. Too high a moisture content 
and temperature can lead to the rapid breakdown of protectants and leave grain 

Prevention is better than cure. It is 
easier and better to prevent an 
infestation than to treat an existing 
one.  Any grain spills should be cleaned 
up immediately wherever they may be but 
particularly around the storage area. To 
help cleaning up, spray out or remove any 
weeds around the storage area. Silos 
mounted on a slab are easier to clean and 
keep clean. 
 
Plan your storage area to ensure easy 
access and use. 
 
 



vulnerable to attack. Always aim to store grain at a moisture content of 12% or less 
and at a temperature of 25o C or less. This will also help to limit the activity of insects 
and avoid grain spoilage from moulds and fungi. 
 
When using protectants always read and follow label directions, calibrate, mix and 
apply chemicals correctly and always wear the recommended safety gear.  
 
Maintaining quality 
 
High moisture and temperature can affect grain in many ways. Insects are more 
active, spoilage can occur due to moulds and funghi and seed viability can be 
affected. Always aim to store grain at a moisture content of 12% and at 25 oC or less.  
Harvest temperatures are often 30oC, and in summer, temperatures in silos can 
exceed 40oC. So how can you keep grain cool?. With existing galvanised silos a coat 
of white paint will go a long way to keeping temperatures down. The more brilliant 
white the paint is the more reflective it will be. If you are buying a new silo ask that they 
be made of zincalume or colorbond. 
 
When harvesting, target cool grain to be stored on-farm. This may mean harvesting 
when moisture can be high, a moisture meter can be used to ensure moisture limits 
are not exceeded. Installing an aeration system will further assist in cooling grain 
 
Grain should be regularly monitored to detect any problems which may arise. Early 
detection of insects prevents numbers building up and potential reinfestation of other 
sites. Inspect storages fortnightly in Summer and monthly in winter. Insects are not 
evenly distributed in a silo. They seek out the most favourable places, such as the 
grain peak , and around any hatches where moisture can get in. 
Be sure with sealed storage 
 

 

In a sealed silo, grain can be fumigated effectively 
providing quick, inexpensive and long lasting insect 
control. Market flexibility is greatly enhanced 
because grain is stored residue-free. 
 
When considering new storage then sealed 
storage should be seriously considered. 
 
Like any piece of equipment on the farm sealed 
silos need to be well maintained to work. Seals 
should be checked before each filling and replaced 
if worn or damaged. Always pressure test the silo 
to see that it is sealed. . 


